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Q: Today is the 29th of February, Leap Year Day, 1996. This is an interview with Terrence
George Leonhardy. So, shall we begin?

LEONHARDY: Sure.
Q: Could you tell me when and where you were born, first?

LEONHARDY: | was born in Williston, North Dakota, on a historic date, June 28, 1914,
connected with Sarajevo.

Q: Oh yes, St. Vinton's Day.
LEONHARDY: Well, it's the day that Archduke Ferdinand...
Q: Yes, but that's St. Vinton's Day. Could you tell me a bit about your family?

LEONHARDY: Well, my father came from a pioneer family. He came out there just after
the railroad came in. | brought along to share a thing about the hundredth anniversary of
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the little town. Anyway, my great uncle started a business out there, a mercantile business
(before the railroad even came in) out of a tent and then he built a big, huge department
store. My dad's family came out from Wisconsin, as had my great-uncle, and settled in
that area. My dad worked for my uncle. In fact he was up in the - we were right near the
Montana border and the Canadian border - my uncle had a branch store there and my
dad went up and managed that. Had to learn Sioux because he had to deal with the Sioux
population there. He was born actually in Wisconsin - Elma, Wisconsin - and my mother
came up to North Dakota from lowa. She was a music teacher and came out to my home
town and worked in this department store that my great-uncle had and that's where they
met. That's how it all started. This was a railroad town; it was on the Missouri River with a
big roundhouse and the whole thing.

Q: Had Lewis and Clark passed by there?

LEONHARDY: Oh, sure. Right near, within about eighteen miles was historic Fort Union,
which they restored here a few years ago, which was started by John Jacob Astor in
1829. After that, they established another fort, right after the Civil War, which was manned
right up to the turn of the century. It was called Fort Berthald, where they had soldiers
stationed for marauding Indians. | grew up in that town. It was a good place to grow up in.
You stepped off our front porch and you were in the country. Then, when | was fourteen,

| was more interested in athletics than scholarship. As | was a sophomore in high school,
however, | developed an infection in my leg from basketball. This was before they had
antibiotics. | experienced a long history of surgery. | came close to the brink several times
with this thing. By the time | started healing up, | had lost two years of school. Athletics
were out of the window for me, so | went in for scholarship.

Q: Had your early schooling - elementary schooling - been sort of one room schoolhouse
type thing, or was it...?
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LEONHARDY: No, it was a pretty good-sized school. At that time, it was the only high
school in the county so country kids came there, small town kids came there. So it was
a pretty good-sized school. In fact, when | graduated, we had a hundred and three
graduates.

Q: That's a good-sized class. When did you graduate from high school?
LEONHARDY: | graduated in '33.
Q: Thirty-three, which was not a very good year to get out and...

LEONHARDY: Well, I was going to add to my boyhood... At the time | had all my illness,
we had a terrible drought out there. It was in the dust bowl. And then on top of that, we had
the Depression. It was really a bad time. We lost our home. We lost - my dad had been in
the automobile business at that time. Anyway, going on to college presented a problem,
but because | did have good grades, | managed to get a scholarship and | went to a junior
college; a state-run junior college in the eastern part of the state, which was some four
hundred miles away. And then from there | went to my state university.

Q: This was at state university of ?

LEONHARDY: University of North Dakota. There, the first two years, | had a full
scholarship; it included food and the whole business, but the second two years | had to

do a lot of work. The first year | was there, my junior year, | stayed in a boxcar. It was a
caboose. The university had a lot of these things put together and put a little heat in them.
It was a terrible winter and an awful experience, but at the time, my whole objective was to
get educated.

Q: What field were you working in ?
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LEONHARDY: Well, that's another thing. When | was languishing in the hospital for many
months, | started doing a lot of reading. And that's when | first got interested in the Foreign
Service. And my objective then was to try to get into the Foreign Service.

Q: Had anybody ever said anything about the Foreign Service to you? | mean, did you
know anybody ?

LEONHARDY: No, not really. | just happened to read about it and got interested. When |
was at the University of North Dakota, | did take economic courses and political science.
Then | went on from there. | had good grades at the university and went on to Louisiana
State University to get a Master's in business administration.

Q: What got you going all the way from North Dakota down to Louisiana State?

LEONHARDY: Well, at that time | was really hunting for... | didn't have the wherewithal to...
| had to find a school that would give me a fellowship sufficient to pay everything. | had a
scholarship to Harvard, | had one to Northwestern; but they were tuition scholarships and |
still had to eat. So LSU (Louisiana State University) gave me the whole thing.

Q: This was Huey Long's time, wasn't it?

LEONHARDY: It was just about two years after he was assassinated when | was down
there but they still had the legacy. Long really babied that institution; he brought in a lot of
professors.

Q: He really did; he turned it into quite a university.
LEONHARDY: Brought in a football coach...

Q: But also even, despite the football, it also was educational too. What did you take at
LSU?
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LEONHARDY: | took courses designed for foreign business, and so forth. | took some
political science courses, of course

Q: Were you picking up any language at this time?

LEONHARDY: Yes. | took Spanish at North Dakota. We didn't have it in the first two
years and then | took Spanish at North Dakota and then again, in graduate school, | had a
couple of years of Spanish.

Q: Well then, so you got your Master's at LSU when?

LEONHARDY: | got it in 1939; it was still during the Depression and you were faced with
the military; with the possibility of being drafted and all that stuff. But | tried to find a job -
any type of a job. | first took a job with Standard Oil of Louisiana which was a temporary
job just to keep going and then | had another job up in a little town called Picayune,
Mississippi. That was in foreign trade, exporting a lot of... They were in the naval stores
business, exporting pine oil and turpentine and all that to Europe. Our markets started
drying up as Hitler moved into these import countries. So the market sort of dried up and |
thought, “Well, that do | do now?” So | took a job teaching, went up to Illinois and worked
at nun's junior college, Springfield Junior College, in Springfield for a year. Then | went
with the Jesuits to the University of Detroit and | taught accounting there for another year.

Q: Were you a Catholic?

LEONHARDY: Yes. There in the summer session and that's when | applied to get in the
Foreign Service and they weren't giving the exam, as you may know. So then | went in as
an auxiliary officer. I'm sure you've interviewed people...

Q: Yes. Could you explain though, because this is not just for me but for others, what the
role of the auxiliary officer was - and this is about what? '42 or...?
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LEONHARDY: '42. An auxiliary officer did the same things as a Foreign Service officer.
You know, | was sent to a Consulate and | was told, “You're going to do this.”

Q: When you came into the Foreign Service, this was '42, had your leg kept you out of the
military?

LEONHARDY: Yes. | got a 4-F. | tried to get in the army. | even applied to get in but |
didn't...

Q: I would imagine from what you said...

LEONHARDY: And | probably wouldn't have gotten into the Foreign Service if it hadn't
been for... you know, they were short of people. | thought sure they were going to turn me
down. The Navy used to do the exams down on Constitution Avenue - the physical exams
- and they, for some reason, passed me.

Q: Well, tell me about coming to the State Department - your experiences. You know, your
first... Here you'd been hearing about this and thinking about this but all of the sudden
you're up against the monster. How did you find it?

LEONHARDY: Well, the funny thing happened when | was in Detroit at the university and
they sent me an upper berth passage down here on the train to be interviewed and | was
interviewed by what was then, | guess, the Director General of the Foreign Service. You
know, it was a small operation down on Pennsylvania Avenue and | had written my thesis
in the university in Louisiana on Louisiana rice and foreign trade and so this guy (I'm trying
to think of his name, the guy who interviewed me...)

Q: It wasn't Homer Byington, by any chance?

LEONHARDY: No. | knew Homer quite well; | served with him later. This fellow became
Ambassador to, | think, Hungary, right after the war, but | can't remember. Anyway, they
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interviewed me and were going to make an assistant agricultural attach# out of me.

They sent me to the AG man in the Department who was on loan from the Department
of Agriculture and he said, “Well, where did you get your AG degree?” And | didn't have
one, so then they sent me back and | was interviewed by Walton C. Ferris. | don't know if
you've ever heard of him.

Q: Well, I've heard the name.

LEONHARDY: Yes, well, he was a real character. In fact, when | live here in Washington,
his widow lived right across the street from me.

Q: What was his background?

LEONHARDY: Well, he was a Foreign Service officer who was in charge of the auxiliary
officers. Anyway, he interviewed me and said, “Well, we're going to make a vice consul
out of you, and you've got Spanish, so we'll probably send you to Latin America.” And so,

| finished my work at the University of Detroit and had gone out to North Dakota, when

he says, “We'll write you out there.” Oh, but then we got in the matter of salary. | had had
a Civil Service rating of three thousand dollars a year, so | brought that up, but he was
only willing to offer me two thousand. And | dickered on that for a while and they finally
raised it to twenty-five hundred - only orally, however. since | didn't have it in writing.
Anyway, he says, “You'll get a letter telling you where you're going to go,” and so forth.

| went out to North Dakota, where my father was still living, and received a letter telling

me to come to Washington and authorizing me to take the train. But | could only take the
train from Deshler, Ohio, since that is where | was staying when | was brought from Detroit
for the initial interview. And they wouldn't pay my way from North Dakota all the way to
Washington. So | would have an upper berth and | wouldn't have to stop over in Deshler,
but that's all they would pay. So anyway, then they told me | was going to Barranquilla,
Colombia, and so | got here in Washington. But the salary they showed in the letter was
two thousand. So when Walton C., when | met him in the Department, said, “Well, we want
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to swear you in right away.” And | said, “Well, we got a little matter of salary to get out of
the way.” He finally looked at his files and found out that they had initially offered me more
and so he upped that. And then | went to a training course, they were grooming me to
work on the proclaimed list of bloc nationals, in other words, the blacklist.

Q: The blacklist of Axis...

LEONHARDY: But when I... And we had a short course of about a month and | stayed in
a professional fraternity house on Wisconsin Avenue. It was near Georgetown University.
And | attended that, and | then started down to Barranquilla. | took the train down to
Miami and then took the old Pan American Airways Clipper. And I'll never forget that trip
because the windows were blacked out - they had things over the windows. We stopped in
Cienfuegos, Cuba, and Jamaica on the way down (Kingston) and then Barranquilla. There
was nobody there to meet me, | remember that. Esso had a big operation up river and
they would meet the plane every day because they had all this - or three times a week - to
get their people off. So the guy | was sitting next to on the place said, well, he was being
picked up by Esso and if | didn't get picked up, they'd give me a ride. There was only one
place to stay in Barranquilla at that time. It was a big hotel, Prada Hotel. We had a pretty
good-sized consulate.

Q: Before we get to that, I'd just like to go back to your Washington experience. How
did you find... In the first place, what was your impression of the State Department, the
Foreign Service, and what you got from that?

LEONHARDY: Well, | was all eager-beaver, you know. Everything looked fine to me. The
people | talked to seemed to be very nice. | didn't have anything to compare it with and
so | was just anxious to get going, you know. A funny thing, right in the middle of this,
before I left here, Walton C. Ferris called me in one day, and he said, “We're thinking
about changing your assignment.” And | said, “Yes, where do you want to send me?” And
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he said, “We're thinking about sending you to Orsorno, Chile.” And | didn't know where in
the devil Orsorno was.

Q: I never heard of it.

LEONHARDY: | thought it was in the middle of the desert. It turns out it was in the middle
of the Lake region and it was a beautiful city, mostly Germans, and | think it was just a
one-man post and | found out later the reason they were thinking about sending me was
there was another guy that they brought into the auxiliary who had been in Barranquilla,
Colombia, in the shipping business or something with his dad, and he wanted to go back
to Barranquilla so they were going to do a switch, | guess. But they never did it and |
ended up in Barranquilla. As | say | was, you know, everything impressed me as being
great.

Q: Oh, yes, sort of wide-eyed. Same way | felt when | came in. Well now, in Barranquilla,
before we get to the consular, could you describe sort of the city and the life and what was
the situation there?

LEONHARDY: Well, the situation was pretty... First of all, you're in the tropics. You're
working six days a week, eight hours a day and we were in the same office building with
CitiBank, the United Fruit Company and with the Singer Sewing Machine Company.
These guys all got off at two in the afternoon; they didn't work on Saturdays, and so forth.
When | first got there, you know, | thought they'd put me working on the blacklist but they
had two Foreign Service officers there; they had two auxiliary officers and two Foreign
Service officers. The two Foreign Service officers were working on the blacklist. That was
something that was really sacred that they wanted to do that. So the Consul we had there
said, “Well, we're going to put you in charge of passport operations and the visa.” In other
words, pure old, simple, consular work, plus | had all of the consular invoices which you
know you had to have when you exported stuff and all that, and seamen, if you ever... We
didn't have any American seamen at the time; only non-American registry boats came in.
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And then we had a non-career vice consul. Have you ever heard of that category? Well,
we had one. He was a guy that had been there for about eight or ten years and he got
what they call statutory home leave and he did all the accounts. The accounts were done
on a typewriter about three feet wide and all kinds of little divisions and columns. But
anyway, he left, he went off on home leave and the idea was that he was going to come
back but he never came back. And the Consul turned the accounts over to one of my
friends who now lives here in Bethesda, named Henry Dearborn, and Henry didn't know
anything about accounts; numbers really bothered him. So his accounts were in a kind of
a mess when he was transferred to Manta, Ecuador, which was a stroke of luck for me
because you couldn't get an apartment in Barranquilla unless you got on a waiting list.
But he had a furnished apartment so he offered the apartment to me and let me buy the
furniture and gave me one year to pay for it.

Q: You weren't married at this time?

LEONHARDY: No. | got his maid and there was a guy upstairs that worked in the
consulate from the Navy Department. He was my roommate and | had another one
upstairs who was in the consulate so we'd pool our food and eat together, and so forth,

so | just fell into that very luckily. But anyway, getting back to the accounts, finally he

was assigned to Manta, Ecuador so the Consul took it over and he wasn't any better

than Henry, and then finally he came into me one day and he says, “I noticed from your
curriculum that you taught accounting.” And | said, “Yes.” He says, “I'd like you to take
over the accounts.” This was in addition to what | was already doing. And so it was a pretty
heavy workload. And then, | was there about a year when | picked up an amoebae and in
those days, local medics were really not worthwhile but there were a couple of German
refugees, man and wife, that examined me, took no tests at all, they just looked in my eyes
and interviewed me separately and they said, “Well, you've got an amoebae.” So they

put me on umpteen injections. Some years later | was treated for the same thing up in
Bethesda Naval Hospital and took umpteen and they wouldn't even let me out of bed, it's
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so hard on your heart and everything. But | went to work every day. But there wasn't much
to do in Barranquilla. First of all, you didn't have much time to do anything anyway. You'd
get home exhausted from work.

Q: I wonder if you could tell me a bit about Barranquilla. What it was doing and what it was
like at the time - and also a bit about Colombia at this time. We're talking about... You were
in Barranquilla from when to when?

LEONHARDY: From '42 to '45. Two major ports on the Caribbean, one was Cartagena
and the other was Barranquilla - the major port being Barranquilla. Everything that went
into Barranquilla by boat went up thMagdalena River. Anything that went into the interior
went up the Magdalena River, and most of it went up by these paddle-wheelers although
some of it was carried up by air. It was, you know, a busy port and that's where, of course,
the Clipper started.

Q: We're talking about the Pan American Clipper ship. It was a flying boat by Sikorsky.

LEONHARDY: Exactly. Four props on it, | believe. Anyway, we had a lot of visa work there
because people would come in to Barranquilla to go to the States. That was the place they
took off. There was no direct flight from Bogota or any other city at that time to the States.

Q: Bogota was really kind of out of it, wasn't it?

LEONHARDY: Yes, well, anyway, we had a small sub-post over in the guajerra as they
called it; it was a lookout post for German subs and all that stuff. And we had a vice consul
who used to hang out over there. In the dry season, he'd come back to Barranquilla once
or twice during the year. And a fellow named Chad Barjeotty, whom you may have heard
of, he was over there for a while. But anyway, there was a succession of vice consuls
over there because they couldn't stand it. It was just rough going. They finally closed the
post. We had these American groups down there, that | mentioned, and then we had a

lot of petroleum people down there looking for oil, exploration types, and this apartment
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building I lived in, it was mostly all those kind of people, they lived there. They were out in
the boonies all the time with their gadgets looking for oil. Then upriver, Exxon had a big
refinery at a place called Barrancabermeja and they also had an oil field and their people
were mostly Canadians - it was a Canadian subsidiary of Exxon. And they would come
through the office to get their transit visas to get to Canada so we had a lot of... Politically,
there was nothing much going on in Colombia in those days except that we were chasing
the Nazi sympathizers and a lot of Germans had become Colombian citizens, you see, so
they were... Our people were working on the proclaimed list, the bloc nationals list...

Q: I wonder if you could explain a bit because this is one of those stories that gets lost.
The Foreign Service is very much involved in Latin America with this blacklist or looking...
We had a lot of concern about, particularly German but some Italian interests in Latin
America. And could you explain what kind of work we were doing, | mean, we were trying
to do this and all that?

LEONHARDY: Well, as | say, | was not involved with the issue directly, but the idea was
to try to trace exports, money, and everything else, that was going to the “other side”
from these people and | never got directly involved in it. | was supposed to be involved
but | never got involved. And then once they were found to be trading with the enemy,

of course, then you'd put them on a list and then anybody that traded with these people,
and so forth, would be added to the list. We had a lot of submarine activity in the area and
we had a naval patrol; a U.S. naval air patrol that would patrol the coast. They even used
a blimp down there for observation. Then we used to have a re-fueling unit there for the
ships that needed to get from New York or the East Coast of the U.S. over to the Canal.
Frequently it was these PT (Patrol- Torpedo) boats that they'd send out to the Pacific.
Eleanor Roosevelt came down there when | was there. The wives of these petroleum
people didn't have anything else to do so they rented a house, it was like a little place
where these people could gather.

Q: AUSO, almost?
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LEONHARDY: Just like a USO. It wasn't really, but Eleanor came down and went out to
that place. We took her and she looked at one room and said, “Oh, | see a poker table.”
And then Henry Wallace came in there one time on one of his trips but, otherwise, we
didn't have too much in the way of dignitaries visiting the place. After | was there for about
a two years, we had Merle Cochran, who would later go on to become Ambassador to
Indonesia and then head of the World Bank but was then our Inspector, come out there
and he was a nut on the account side of things. | had been on the accounts for about six
months or something and he looked at what | had done and he commended me and then
said, “But, you know, before that, | can't figure out anything that happened.” So he asked
me to go back and do an audit of the previous people who'd done the accounts in this
period.

But anyway, we didn't have too much to deal with in the way of visitors. But the last year
we were there... Well, I'll go back, these people, the doctors, told me the only way | was
going to get any relief from my amoebae problem was to go up to the States. And, of
course, since that was before the '46 Act, we had no such thing as being evacuated for
iliness or anything, and so | tried to figure out how to get back to the States. | was issuing
priorities, among other things, on the Clipper, but | couldn't issue one for myself. So
somebody put the idea in my head that | could sign on as a “work away” on an American
ship, but there weren't any American ships. Finally, the ships started coming in. And the
Consul - we had about three different Consuls while | was there, - he was very friendly
disposed, said that if | could get a Captain to take me aboard, | could take off some leave
so | signed on as a “work away.” The Captain of the boat had never been off the Great
Lakes before and he was worried about submarines. So we didn't go over and catch a
convey out of Panama which was the usual thing. His worries were not unfounded, since,
just about two months before that, we'd had a Colombian ship that had been sunk right off
the mouth of the river there and the only people who got off were two members off were
the American gun crew and a Colombian sailor. And they got off because they put their cot
right under the life boat so, when that thing started to go down, they could jump straight
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into the life boat. Anyway, this Captain called me up on the first night, just as we were
leaving (the sun was starting to go down and the blimp had left us) and he said, “This is
the worst time of day. They can see us and we can't see them.” And he says, “Have you
been assigned a place in a life boat?” | said, “No.” “Hey, assign this man a place in a life
boat.” And he says, “You sleep with your clothes on. Anything can happen.” And we took
off right across the middle of the Caribbean towards Cuba. The Captain knew where we
were going, but we didn't know. Anyway, | slept that first night - | didn't sleep very much -
but | went down to the sickbay and spent the night there and then the next day | got a cot
and put it under the life boat so | would be ready in case of an emergency.

But anyway, the only place you could go from Barranquilla, you know, if you wanted to
get a holiday on a Monday or something, was to get two days off, and then go over to
Santa Marta and take a ferry boat to a place called Fugacion, which was in United Fruit
Company area, and then you'd take a train into Santa Marta. After that you'd take a taxi
up the side of the mountain, and there was a little motel up there where you could stay

in and you could rent a mule to ride around on. Or you could go down to Cartagena; it
was the only paved road they had outside the city, which is quite a historic place. We'd

go down there once in a while. Then one time, one of these Navy pilots | met at one of
those place where you had recreation at the hotel - where they had dances on Wednesday
night and Saturday nigh - well | got to be a friend of his, and | said, “I'd like to fly in one

of those things, one of those Grumman fighters. So he says, “Well, if you get an official
excuse, I'll take you for a ride.” So we used to pick up our mail down in Cartagena that
came surface from the Navy. So he said, “I'll fly you down there.” So | went. A flight in one
of these Grummans, | tell you, | was... He decided he'd have fun with me, you know, he
went up pretty high and then dove, you know, and did all these maneuvers. But anyway,
at one time | decided to go to Bogota and | got a couple of weeks off and | took an old
Junker's pontoon plane up the river and put in at these ports, you know, they'd unload
mail and passengers. They were just a four or five place plane. Up to Barranca where
EXXON had their oil operation; they had golf courses and the whole thing. | played a little
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golf. Then I took a paddle wheeler up the river to a place called Porto Bello then | went

to Medellin. | stayed in the country club there for about three or four days, played a little
golf and rode horseback and then | took a bus over to the rail line in a place called Parrejo
and went over to Cali then came back on this Italian autoferro. You had to take a taxi over
the mountain and then on to Bogota. Spent about a week there and then came back to
Barranquilla. But anyway, you had a feeling you had to get out of here for a while and so
that was what you could do. | think | went over to Santa Marta about three times and got to
Cartagena.

Q: Did the Ambassador to Colombia ever come down?

LEONHARDY: No, we had very few people from Bogota that ever came down there. |

met him, his name is Arthur Blisslane. Anyway, then we had one of the officers from the
Embassy who was assigned as consul for a while, a guy named Daniel Anderson. But
anyway, when | went up to the States (it was late in the assignment) working my way up
on this... My main job on that ship was to take the rough log, write up the smooth log, but

| also swept the floors a little bit. Anyway, when | was up in the States, | went to my home
town in North Dakota and my dad saved up a lot of shotgun shells for me so | could go out
pheasant hunting.

Q: Because we're talking about the war time, of course, so the supply of shells was limited.

LEONHARDY: | came down to Washington and talked to Walton C. Ferris and he said,
“Well, we're thinking about assigning you to Europe somewhere, you know, after the

War you'll be going in.” He says, “We'll send a letter down.” Well, | kept getting these
different letters assigning me, first, to Naples and then to Warsaw, but | had to wait to

go into Warsaw when things were propitious. And then they said first go to Naples, then
London. And then they sent me up to the States working on a special project over behind
the White House there. It was in a temporary building. Then | was interviewed again by
Walton C. Ferris. Well, I had my dad get me all kinds of heavy clothes for Warsaw, Poland.
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He went into the local men's store and got all these heavy coats and jackets and stuff,
while | started studying the Polish language - not taking formal lessons but | was studying
Polish on my own. And then one day, | was flirting with a girl in an elevator that worked in
the old Walker-Johnson building there (I'd met her at a party the night before) and | asked
her if she was busy. She said, “Oh, | am terribly busy.” | said, “Well, maybe | could come
up and help you.” | was just kidding her. The next thing | knew, | was getting a call from
Walton C. Ferris and he said, “You know, her boss called me and said he thought you
didn't have anything to do and he was looking for somebody.” He says, “While | had your
file out and (I'm trying to think of his name, he was Director of the Foreign Service) called
and said he needed somebody in Denmark, Copenhagen. So | called Arthur Blisslane.
He said he'd release you.” Anyway, the next thing | knew - Ferris was very demanding

- he said, “At such-and-such a time, you've got to go at such-and-such a place. So the
assignment was changed to Copenhagen. So | went off to Copenhagen. | left New York on
the last convoy going to Europe and | remember they gave me a foot locker full of those -
you remember, those big thick regulations - heavy as hell. Plus my own personal effects.
We get over to Cherbourg and we were supposed to be unloaded by German prisoners
of war but for some reason, | don't know why, we stayed overnight onboard the convoy.
The next day there weren't any prisoners of war but we had all these UNRRA (UN Relief
and Rehabilitation Administration) people and Quakers and everything else plus State
Department people. We stayed in... where there was an empty troop ship. We stayed up in
the sickbay and then from there...

Q: Excuse me but when did you make your crossing?
LEONHARDY: It was in May. Just a few days after the war was over.
Q: May, '45 then.

LEONHARDY: As | say, we were in a convoy. The war was over but there were still subs
around that hadn't gotten the word, | guess. So | had to take a full troop ship, but since
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they were gone on recreation over to England, we were left to sit around London and wait
for them in order to get out to Denmark. Finally, they shipped us up on a military plane up
to Stockholm. The Embassy in Stockholm had got me on a train down to Malmo, Sweden.
Then | took a ferry boat across and, | remember, | got ready to go on the ferry boat with
all this luggage and stuff. When | went out the landing with a taxi and | had no Swedish
currency left. And | thought, “How in the hell am | going to get this stuff on the boat?” | also
didn't realize that | had to have a ticket to get onboard. But anyway, this ferry boat was full
of Danish refugees - Jewish refugees - coming back from Sweden - so they has all these
Swedish Boy Scouts out there helping them get on and they just took me along and put
me on the ship too. And so | went into Copenhagen and | was met by a friend of mine who
lives over here in Virginia - a Foreign Service officer.

Q: Who's that?

LEONHARDY: He's a guy you ought to interview probably - Gray Bream.

Q: All right, I'll try to get him.

LEONHARDY: He had an interesting career, too. He was a political officer at the Embassy.

Q: Well, now, | always like to get at the beginning of an assignment. You were in
Copenhagen from when to when?

LEONHARDY: | was there from May of '45 to February of '49.

Q: This was really a month or two after the German occupation had ended in Denmark.
What was the situation in Copenhagen and Denmark when you arrived?

LEONHARDY: Well, it was very interesting because when | got into the harbor of
Copenhagen, | saw all these German boats, you know, with the black cross (the Iron
Cross) on them. And there were still a lot of Danish underground people; members of
the Resistance. All they had was armbands to identify themselves and they would take
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people off the streetcars once in a while, and so forth. And we were first housed in the
office. First of all, where we resided, we were still under SHAFE (Allied Headquarters,
Allied Forces Europe), under Eisenhower, and we were resided in the Hotel D'Angleterre
which is still one of the oldest, fanciest hotels in Copenhagen. No hot water, however, and
we ate (since we were under the British too) in a British mess. It was pretty tiresome stuff
because it was lamb stew, you know, about twice a day but, at least, we were allowed to
eat our breakfast in the main dining room. We could sign a chit for it and | was there for,
or living in that circumstance, for about three or four months, | think it was. Although | was
in the D'Angleterre, there was still nothing - at the restaurants, you had to use coupons
for mostly everything, even to get an egg for breakfast. Everything was on ration and the
Danes, | was told during the war, it was considered patriotic to eat all you could eat to
keep it away from the Germans. But after the war it was unpatriotic to eat all you could eat
because they had to export to get foreign currency to buy things they needed. And they
were terribly short of coal, everything was heated by peat, which was brought in from the
islands. It stunk to the high heavens and it was- (end of tape)

And we had no hot water even in the hotel. They would come with a big pitcher and

pour it in the bathtub. That was true even when | left there in '49. We had hot water in

the apartment buildings about one weekend a month. But anyway, housing was a real
problem there, since the Danish housing control would only let somebody sublet for six
months. Then you had to move someplace else. We were constantly out of touch with the
Department. At the time, | was assigned to the consular section and Consul had never
had any consular experience, so he was pretty dependent on me. Then we had nobody
running the accounting section. We had some wonderful Danish employees, just top flight,
that would been working - some of them were working with the Swiss, some of them were
re-hired after the war. They were just terrific people who you could just rely on them, you
know.

But anyway, | had to do the accounts, but I didn't do the job by myself; this guy had done
it, but | was the responsible officer for the accounts, and for the visa section, and for the
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passport and citizenship section. One of the tough things we had at the time was we

had about, oh, around fifty women, I'd say, who were mostly Americans that had married
Danes before the war and received dual citizenship under Danish law. During the war the
Germans tried to make a model satellite out of Denmark and they even had an election
there in about '43, '44, | think it was. And the National Socialist Party, of course, the

Nazi Party in Denmark, was on the ballot with candidates. And these women, or at least
most of them, went in and, as Danish citizens, they voted for the opposition party to the
Nazis. They thought that was their patriotic duty. Well, what they were doing is losing their
citizenship.

When these women came in for citizenship services; they wanted to go back to Baltimore
or New York for a visit after the war. I'd ask them, “Did you vote in the elections?” “Oh,
sure | voted.” I'd say, “I'm sorry, you've lost your citizenship” Anyway, we had to go through
the throes of taking their citizenship away but, eventually, they got special legislation
through Congress restoring it. It was a kind of a difficult situation, however, and | was in
that consular section for a couple of years. In total, | was there for four years until | was
moved up to the commercial section. | had a very valuable Danish employee at the time,
he was very knowledgeable about his country, his English was passable, and we used to
bombard the Department of Commerce and the State Department with a lot of economic
reporting. Then | was lucky in another respect. Shortly after | got there, there was another
fellow who was an auxiliary officer. He didn't last very long but he came in for about a
year, | think. And we were able to get a Danish cook who, with her husband, had had a
restaurant in Weehawken, New Jersey, before the war. After her husband died, she came
back to Denmark, and got stranded by the war. She knew all kinds of American recipes
and she had good connections with people, with suppliers of food, and so forth. She also
knew a ship chandler's wife who furnished food for all the ships and Danish merchant
marines. So | was very lucky; she was just a wonderful person and she kept house for my
apartment, and did the cooking and everything else. Well, she was just a...
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Q: Well, who was the Ambassador then?

LEONHARDY: Oh, the first Ambassador we had was Monette Davis, that was the name |
couldn't think a while ago. And he was in the Minister rank. Our first office was in the old
Legation building, right near the National Palace and it was where Ruth Bryan Owen had
been Minister to Denmark.

Q: The daughter of William Jennings Bryan.

LEONHARDY': And then Monette Davis was assigned as Consul General in Shanghai,

| think, and then he was succeeded by a political ambassador, | can't think of his name,
he was from Delaware [Editor: Josiah Marvel, Jr. took up his duties as Ambassador
February 27, 1947]. His wife was the first wife of that famous financier, Jock Whitney. It
was during this time that the Marshall Plan started, of course, and we had all this influx of
people coming in to run that program. It's funny, the first head of the Marshall Plan was a
guy named Marshall. Anyway, we moved from this small, old legation building which we
couldn't even begin to fit into and we rented space in an office building that had been the
Gestapo headquarters and had been blown up by the Resistance - a side of it had been
blown off and was later repaired, and that's where we moved our office. We were there all
the time; | was there all this...

My second apartment was within walking distance of the office and | walked by Hans
Christian Andersen's statue every day in a park, and so forth. Then | had to get a new
apartment because | had to move again, and | relocated out into the suburbs. During the
first part of my assignment there, | got a car, a Chevrolet, that was shipped. It cost me
$996, | mean a new Chevrolet out of the factory. | got that shipped over to me. So | did a
lot of traveling around Denmark, and so forth - got to know the country.

Then it was very dreary up there and, of course, especially during the winter, the area was
suffering from lack of heat. One winter it got so cold that they couldn't get the peat boats
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in, so they just turned the heat off and we got kerosene heaters from the Embassy. | had a
fairly big apartment at the time, but still managed to heat up a couple of rooms. That was
one of those smelly, old kerosene heaters. Then about springtime around March or April,

| started having the feeling that | had to get out of there because we had been up there

all winter, at the same latitude as Hudson's Bay, and hadn't see much daylight during that
entire season - dreary. So | got on the Nordic Express and | went south. You had to take a
train across from the Island of Sjaelland over to the mainland and then go down to Paris.

It was a kind of a difficult trip because you'd have to get out at every border, get out of the
gall darn train and go through customs, and so forth, and then get back on the train. And

if | didn't see the sunshine in Paris, I'd just keep going until | got to Madrid. Then | drove
down several times clear down into Italy, and so forth. Had some very interesting trips.
But, | don't know if you have any other questions...

Q: On the consular work, the Danish jews who came back from Sweden, were many of
them heading for the United States or not?

LEONHARDY: Not at that time. They'd had their businesses and their homes, and | think
they were real anxious to get resettled. One of the problems we had was that the Danish
underground visa quota was very small and we had a waiting list a mile long and then we
had a lot of visitor's visas we issued. Of course, there were no planes going across the
Atlantic at the time and you had - everything was by ship. In fact, | went on home leave,
my first home leave, | went over on the old Gripsholm, which was the exchange ship, and
amongst the passengers was Greta Garbo. Then | came back on another Swedish... You
had to go take a train up the coast to Gotenberg, that was the main port. You had to go
up there to catch the ship in that North Atlantic run. It was about a ten day trip. Of course,
since | don't get seasick, | enjoyed the trip but a lot of people... Then | came back on the
Drotningholm. Both those ships were decommissioned not too long after that. Then | went
over on the famous Stockholm that had the wreck with the Andrea Doria, the next time out.
But it was a very pleasant assignment. The Danes did not encourage you to learn Danish;
it happens to be a fairly ugly language. They have no tolerance for accents but | made an
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effort anyway. Most educated Danes took English from grade school up, and of course,
they have their international language so it was not a problem. But | made a lot of Danish
friends, enjoyed the...

The second Ambassador we had, the first Ambassador | should say, because Monette
Davis was a Minister, was a guy named Josiah Marvel from Delaware. He was there until

| had left. Our DCM at the time was a guy named Garrett Excursion who later went up in
the Service and other places - a nice guy. But my first boss in the consular section - a guy
named Sheldon Thomas - as | had already mentioned, hadn't done any consular work, and
shortly after he was given the position - it wasn't more than about six months, | think, or
eight months - he was reassigned to Iceland and then we didn't get a single consul general
who knew what he was doing. It was about shortly thereafter that | went upstairs to the
commercial section.

Q: What part did commercial work...? What were our commercial interests...?

LEONHARDY: Well, we had to do the standard reports you make on the companies -
Danish companies. Then we did a lot of reporting. Well, out of Commerce, you know,
they had crazy demands on you. One I'll never forget, was the market for human hair

in Denmark. You just got flooded with these requests. But we did it with the help of this
able Danish assistant. We also did a thorough job on the Danish merchant marine. They
wanted a report in Washington on that. We got a commendation for it, and so forth. But

it was mostly these regular commercial reports that you do on - like Dun and Bradstreet -
on the firms and stuff, we did a lot of that. There wasn't much commerce between the two
countries at the time.

Q: Were you seeing at the beginning of something that became quite popular later, the
Danish furniture market there?

LEONHARDY: Yes, they beginning to... The Danes, of course, at that time were famous
for their silverware, Georg Jensen of which | bought a set of while | was over there.
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They were famous for their two ceramic factories, Bing and Groendahl and the Royal
Copenhagen. Interesting, in those days you had to have consular invoice for everything
and if it was an original work of art, it was non-dutiable when it got to the States. | could
have made all these little artists, old people out in Bing, Groendahl and Royal Copenhagen
come into the Embassy and swear that they'd done this little bird or this little vase or
something but, instead, | went out to the factory and delivered their oaths in person. | had
to give them an oath in Danish so they wouldn't have to do that.

As far as recreation is concerned, we had a good group at the Embassy. They formed
what they called a Chancery Club and they'd have a big dance. They'd rent a hall and
they'd have all the Danish employees and American employees and we'd have a band. |
remember Victor Borge came to one of our planned things and entertained for us. So we
had a fairly good social life. Then | did go to the... The Ambassador used to get these free
tickets to the concert hall there where the First Symphony... And his secretary used to call
me and say, “He doesn't want to use... Do you want to go?” I'd go to a lot of that. Then I'd
go to the Royal Danish Ballet; it was the first time | ever got interested in ballet. | never
went to ballet before | got there. So you had a lot of things to do to keep you busy.

Q: How were relations with the Danes during this period?

LEONHARDY: Well, very good, I'd say. When the Danish government was finally formed
after SHAFE disappeared there, they were always... You can ask Gray Bream; he was the
political reporter but I think they were very good, very friendly disposed. And Denmark, as
you may know, is one of the few countries that has a Fourth of July celebration.

Q: I've heard of this.

LEONHARDY: It's over on the mainland and | went to one of those in a place called Rebild
Jutland. They had the American flag flying and they have Fourth of July speeches and
everything else. Of course, there are an awful lot of Danes that migrated to the States and
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there's a natural empathy there between the two countries so we never had any serious
problems that | know of while | was there - any political problems.

Q: I assume that doing consular work, protection and welfare, wasn't a particular problem
at the time?

LEONHARDY: Not big. We occasionally had a few things but most of the problems we had
were with American seamen coming over and getting drunk and... Then the other things
we used to do... We'd go to the “Land of Milk and Honey” which was Sweden; we'd catch
the ferry boat over there and buy stuff. All the Danish employees would ask, “Can you buy
me a shirt? Can you do this?” because everything was wide open over there, you know.
You couldn't get anything in Denmark. | remember one of the first batches of oranges
came in, people were in line. When chocolate came in, people were lined up for miles to
get their ration of this stuff.

Q: Well, you left there in 1949, is that it?

LEONHARDY: Yes. | was assigned to Madrid. | had home leave and then | went off to
Madrid.

Q: You were in Madrid from when to when?

LEONHARDY: | was in Madrid from spring of '49 to early '55. That, without a doubt, was
my best post. Everything was just... First of all, the climate was a lot better. | had enough
command of Spanish so that helped. And | went over on an Italian ship - I think it was

the Vulcadia - to Gibraltar. That was where we had to get off and then | bought a new car
before | got to Madrid; a Pontiac. | drove it out of the factory out in Detroit and had it on
board. It was unloaded in Gibraltar and then, | remember, | had to wait three or four days
in Gibraltar before | could get out of there to get into Spain. We went through all kinds of...
Anyway, | remember when | was in Gibraltar, | had to go over to the border with Spain
and | had to drive across the main airport, the runway, to get over there and | didn't realize
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they'd flushed all the gas out of my car practically and | almost got stalled on the way back.
But anyway, | went through our customs agent that the embassy used for stuff, he asked
me if | wanted to take out insurance on my car. And | hadn't thought of that, of course.

| said, “Yes, | don't have any pesetas.” He says, “Well, that's okay. We'll send the bill to
the Embassy.” | took out insurance and | drove up to Seville and stayed overnight there

in the famous old... hotel and then the next day | drove to another stop on the way, one

of these paradores but | was up in the Montes de Mancha, south of Madrid and there was
practically no traffic on the roads. Gasoline was rationed, and so forth, except for trucks
and stuff and I'd been passing people with ox carts and donkeys; some would be on the
left side some would be on the right. I'd slow down and go around them.

| got up on La Mancha, about sixty miles south of Madrid and there were two bicyclists on
the left side of the road and | came upon, got close to them, and | slowed down and they
were on the left side so | decided to go around them on the right side. | wasn't going very
fast, maybe thirty miles and hour and one of these guys cut in front of me. So | couldn't
go the left because the other guy was there so | had to go to the ditch. Fortunately, it

was in La Mancha where there were no trees on the side of the road because usually the
European roads are lined with trees. | hit this sort of ditch and rolled the car over on the
left side. | rolled down the window and climbed out and | had grazed this cyclist and he
was hopping around on one leg and holding the other leg and screaming to high heaven.
His bicycle had been damaged and the other guy just kept going and nobody came along
on the road. Fortunately, I'd traveled in Spain with a car before and had a... Some guy
came along, finally, from the North going South with his wife and a child and he asked me
what happened. And | told him, he says, “"Well...” | said, “Can you bring this cyclist to the
village and get some medical attention?” And he didn't want to do it and he say, “That guy
caused that accident, he can just suffer,” you know. | persuaded him to take the guy in
and | said, “Report this to the Guardia Civil, the Civil Guard, because they patrol the road.”
Anyway, in about, oh, ten minutes another guy came down from the North. He was in a
chauffeur-driven car; he was a Black; he was a nice-looking, well-dressed guy, American,
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and I'm sure to this day, he was the famous arms dealer, (I forget what his name was) he
was supplying arms to all over Europe. Anyway, along came a truck from the other way,

it had two Guardia Civil on it; had the truck driver and a couple of aides and they stopped
right at my car. All the oil had leaked out of it. Anyway, the car wasn't too badly damaged,;
it was stove in a little bit on the side and the roof but it had the split window, you know,
and the windows were shattered. Anyway, this truck driver roped my car to the back of his
truck and pulled me into Madrid and the Guardia Civil were there and they made a little
note of the accident, | guess. | got into Madrid and he got some - oil and everything was
rationed pretty severely - but this truck driver went in to this old filling station and put oil in
this car. | think | had enough gas but anyway, | got into Madrid with a shattered windshield.
Fortunately, | knew the city a little bit so... Eventually | got the car fixed.

But the Embassy in those days was in a... We still didn't have full relations with Franco

- and the Charg#, a guy named Paul Culbertson. We were in an old Catholic school

house complex that we'd rented. So | was assigned to the economics section and | was
assigned to do reporting on Spanish minerals and a number of other aspects of the
Spanish economy. We were there for about three or four months - at least six months, |
guess, in that building - and then we went into houses that the Germans had had on the
main drag there. The Chancery was in one building and the commercial section was in
some other and the administrative section was in another house right next door. And that's
where we were a good part of my assignment there. We had a property we'd bought where
the Embassy is now which was an old home in the middle of big grounds around it which
they eventually built the Embassy but it wasn't finished when | left there. And then comes
the Marshall Plan and the military base agreements and all that stuff.

Q: Was that happening while you were there?

LEONHARDY: Yes.
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Q: You say we only had a Charg#, this was, of course, during the high Franco regime and
before we had...

LEONHARDY: That was a result of a 1946, | think, UN resolution that none of the
signatories to this thing would send an ambassador to Spain. We had this Charg# and
then we gave them full recognition and our first ambassador had come from... He'd been
in the Argentine and Poland; he was a political appointee; he owned Brentano Bookstores
and he was Chairman of the Board of Metro Goldwyn Mayer. He was a guy named
Stanten Griffins. Griffins had gone through a number of wives; he wasn't married at the
time and he brought with him Angier Biddle Duke whom you probably read about this
Spring; was killed in a... He wasn't the DCM he was a second secretary, | think, but he was
sort of one of his main aides and we had, I'm trying to think who was the DCM at the time.
Homer Byington, | believe, while he was there as DCM, but | think it was Johnny Jones
who was DCM and then in 1953 we had Homer Byington. Once we got the Marshall Plan
going, we brought in a whole new bunch of people to work on that and they had me - my
first boss was Daniel Braddock and Nelly Turbick was second - he lives around here. And
then they sent over a man with the rank of Minister - a lawyer from South Carolina but

via New York. He was in a New York law office - Ned Williams - we called him Mr. Ned
anyway and he... At that time, | was reporting on minerals amongst other things and then
we got into this whole business of stuff going behind the Curtain, minerals from mercury
and pyrites and stuff that were getting into Eastern Europe.

Q: The Spanish minerals played quite a role during World War Il - wolfram. I'm not quite
sure what wolfram is but | know it was a very important commodity that you wanted to
keep out of German hands.

LEONHARDY: It's used in the steel industry. | got into a lot of things because I'd been
reporting on minerals amongst other things. Then we had, during the Korean crisis, they
put on a big demand on us and sent two recently hired officers who were not full-time, |
mean not Foreign Service officers - sent two people over to do all the reporting required

Interview with Terrence George Leonhardy http://www.loc.gov/item/mfdipbib001392



Library of Congress

on these... We had to go to every country in Western Europe where we had to put them
on rationing, in effect. We asked, “What is your use of this product which we import?” And
then we had to figure out - we had a history and then we had to figure out how much we
could give them or sell them. I think there were almost a hundred different products that
we had to report on, which was quite a task. | started it out, but with the idea that | was
going to get these guys in and they were going to run it. Well, after the boss, Ivan Hoyt got
the first two reports out of these guys, he says, “Hell, they can't even write English. You're
going to have to take over and monitor everything they do.” He says, “I'd thought you'd be
through with it but you're not.” So we had to do that.

Then we had, as | say, we had the base agreement and we had to buy minerals from
Spain and we had all these contracts for wolfram, for mercury. And it got me into the
secret mercury mines and installations down in the middle of the country. Spain and

Italy produced about ninety percent of the mercury produced in the world and they had a
monopoly before the war. Then they split up and it's the only mining operation in Spain
that was exclusively the domain of the Spanish Treasury. It had been were operated by
the Romans. They were very interesting, historically. The radius of twenty-five kilometers
around this place, only people born in that area could work in the mines or the distillery.
You may have heard about mercury poisoning but it's just horrible stuff and before they
had ventilation and all that stuff. And these people were only required to work one day

a week in this mine and they were given land outside so they could be out there farming
and they'd work their one day. This was all written into a big law and women used to come
from outside and have their babies in it so they could grow up working in the... Anyway,
they put in a new distillery while | was there but it was a very inefficient operation. But |
went down there twice with mining engineers from the States. They were just bug-eyed
when we got down in those mines and saw how rich that ore was. Even during World War
II, they produced as many as seventy-five thousand flasks a year. Here if a mine operation
produces ten flasks a day, you know, it's a big deal.
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Anyway, then | got into - we bought land also. We had to do a lot of negotiating with the
Spanish Government on these contracts and with the individual mining company. Then we
had one American who came over there with a lot of political whammy from Nevada and
he had authority to go out and contract on his own and he was paying more than we were
paying - were negotiating at. | remember | got a telegram back. This guy liked to entertain
people. He had me over to his house and buttered me up but anyway we got his contract
canceled. He was a prot#g# of this Senator McCarran.

Q: McCarran of Nevada who was a major figure in...

LEONHARDY: He had all kinds of influence in Congress. Anyway, we got this canceled.
And then he tried to get me thrown out of the Foreign Service. As a result he tried to find
something, he went around... | mentioned earlier that my dad was involved in politics in
North Dakota. He was a Democratic county chairman during the Roosevelt Administration.
Truman was coming through there, while | was home, and he says, “I want you to come
down and meet the President.” | says, “No, | can't do that, | can't get involved in politics.”
Then he said, “Oh, but I'm having some Republican friends down, and so forth, and the
President is just coming through.” He was really upset that | wasn't going to go; he pleaded
with me. Finally, | said, “Okay, I'll go.” And | went down and somebody took my picture
shaking hands with Truman on the back of this train. | don't know how this guy got wind

of it but he tried to get me thrown out on the grounds that | had participated in a political
rally. Fortunately, |1 had good friends back here in Washington that were rooting for me and
| didn't have any problem but | was worried because it was during the McCarthy era and a
lot of things were happening.

Q: Back to the mineral business, did you see a problem of Spanish concerns diverting
minerals toward the communist bloc?

LEONHARDY: Well, that was an interesting thing because | worked very close with the
British intelligence officer and they had little consulates all over Spain including Cartagena
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down in southern Spain; several of the ports where a lot of the minerals went out and he
would give me lists of stuff, shipping documents showing where this stuff was destined and
it was always purchased by a firm in England, so you assumed it was going to England but
actually the destination of the ship was Antwerp and then they'd show Vaduz Liechtenstein
was another place where stuff was... The Spaniards had no knowledge of this, you know,
they assumed that this stuff was going to go wherever it was supposed to be going and

so we would... | had pretty good relations with the Department of Commerce people and
they didn't want it to go there. They didn't know and | would just feed them stuff, you know,
and there was some effort, | think, to do something about it. But a lot of it was, as soon as
you plug up one hole, while then they'd find another one, you know, some other port they'd
go to. And they say, “Well, this is going to Antwerp, in Belgium.” But we knew it would

end up somewhere else so we had a bit of a problem convincing them that the stuff was
going back there because they didn't have any information to that effect. Their information
indicated everything was a-okay.

Q: How about dealing with the Franco authorities? How did you find working with them?

LEONHARDY: One interesting thing in dealing with the Franco regime was that, my

last year or so there, we were trying to get our hands on a source of uranium and we

were going all over the world looking for it. Our people here (I'm trying to remember what
agency sent them over)... Anyway, we got two mining engineers came over from the
States - young guys - and we worked out an arrangement with the Franco regime to let
our people with their Geiger counters, and so forth, explore with two Spanish engineers

in the area north of Madrid - anywhere in Spain north of Madrid. And that wasn't really

the primary area we were interested in. We knew from geology reports that the best
geology was south. Anyway, | had to work and do most of the negotiating with the Spanish
Government agency to work this thing out where our people could come over there. They'd
go out, | remember it was in the summertime, and Spanish engineers, they took off during
the summer on vacation. They didn't like this idea but our engineers were very able guys
and they'd fan out. There actually were three of them. They'd fan out in different directions
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and they'd come in every weekend and report and then they'd go out again. They had
jeeps assigned to them and the Spanish government was very cooperative in assigning
people to help them, and so forth. Then we tried to negotiate and see if we could further
south and the head of this particular agency in the Spanish government was a hard nut
but | managed to crack him pretty well and we were able to go further south. We kind of
moved out about half way to the Mediterranean. So our people were able to go down there
and all they were doing was looking, really, for... They didn't come up with anything very
big but anyway, it was part of an effort worldwide to try to find sources of uranium. So we
had good cooperation from them and | might say, in the mercury mines, they hadn't let
anybody in there (I signed the guest book and they hadn't had anybody in there for twenty
years - just us.) That was a different department of the government, that was under the
Treasury and | had to go and negotiate going down there. We had a Defense Mineral
Procurement Agency in London and they had an American general in charge of it and

a mining engineer and | worked with them but we negotiated these arrangements to go
down and look at their lead mines and look at their mercury operations, and so forth.

Q: You were there until when?

LEONHARDY: | left there in the spring 0'55 and that was an interesting thing because... |
used to do a lot of fishing and hunting in Spain which was just fabulous, including salmon
on the north coast under a palm tree and trout fishing west of Madrid and then partridge
hunting. | was assigned to Seoul, Korea on Friday the thirteenth of August, 1954, and
Jimmy Dunn was our Ambassador at the time. We'd had three different... After Griffins,

we had two ambassadors after that | served with. One was Lincoln McVey and Jimmy
Dunn who'd come over from lItaly. First of all, this guy that was assigned in behind me.
Dunn knew about him and he says, “I don't want that guy.” So | stayed on for another three
or four months waiting until they assigned somebody there. | think it was in January or
February, | was out on a partridge hunt in Albacete in a cold, cold day. It was all Spaniards
except myself and, anyway, | had a doctor friend with me; he was an ENT (ear, nose,
throat) specialist. | started coming down with a fever and a month before I'd had shots
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at the British-American hospital for yellow fever and everything | needed for Korea and
apparently I'd gotten a bad needle because | came down with the damnedest case of
hepatitis. It was just terrible. | was just flat on my back mostly for about a month and then
| started turning real yellow, and weak as hell, and | had to have a nurse come in and
give me Vitamin-B 12 shots every day and | ate just boiled fish and boiled potatoes. |
didn't have any appetite. But anyway, right when | was the yellowist, Dr. DeVault, do you
remember him, he was the head of the State Department Medical...

Q: Yes, | remember him, yes.

LEONHARDY: Well, he been with Sara DePasco in Peru but he came up and he spent a
year or two in my hometown in North Dakota one time so we had some mutual friends. |
never knew him he was a lot older than | but | see him once in a while here in Washington.
But anyway, he took one look at me and he says, “I understand you're supposed to go

to Korea” and | said, “Yup.” And he said, “You can't go.” He says, “You've got to back to
Washington, we got to check your liver; you could have had some damage somewhere.”
And then about two or three weeks later | go in to the office, I'd been able to get out, to
walk around a little; and drive my car over to the office and in my in-basket is a telegram
from Korea saying, “Where in the hell is Leonhardy? If he isn't on a ship, get him on a
plane, get him over here, we need him.” He said he was going to get the word out but he
never got it. So we said, “Check with Dr. DeVault.” And so my assignment was changed.
All I knew is that | was going to Washington. When | received my orders, | had to go down
to Gibraltar again and catch a ship out of there. Because | knew the head of our military
mission there pretty well, he had me flown down to Gibraltar where | visited with some
Spanish friends on the coast for two or three days until the ship came in. But while | was
there, | called my immediate boss at the time who was Dick Rubottom. He later became
Ambassador and | see him once in a while in Dallas. Anyway, he called me to tell me

that they'd decided that | was going to be Officer-in-Charge of Cuban Affairs. And his

late assignment before getting to Madrid was he was in charge of Mexican Affairs so he
said, “Well, you'll have a lot of trade problems and problems with sugar,” and he didn't
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say anything about Fidel Castro and the political problems. But anyway, so | get back to
Washington around July 1955 and right away I'm thrown into this Officer-in-Charge of
Cuban Affairs job which turned out to be hectic. | don't know how...

Q: I think we might stop at this point. One question I'd like to ask before we stop on this
session. Could you talk about your impression and any stories that you might have about
the McCarthy period which ran from most of the time while you were in Madrid, this was
high McCarthy period.

LEONHARDY: Well, the only way | can relate to that was when | had my problem which
| mentioned earlier, you know, and, of course, that wasn't because | was dealing with a
communist or anything.

Q: It was just political. But did you have any people around you, | mean, did this have...?

LEONHARDY: No, | can't think of anybody that was weeded out. We had some people
that were homosexuals in the Service that got weeded out while | was there, including the
head of USIA, but | can't think of anybody... | remember, when | was in Copenhagen, we
had an officer there who had a little trouble one time. (That was before McCarthy, | guess,
that was under McCarran Act or something.) But who had belonged to some bookstore
here in Washington that was...

Q: Oh, yes, there was a bookstore here- (end of tape)

We're talking about this bookstore which anybody who liked to read joined because they
got a great discount and it turned out it was sort of a communist front but it had nothing - it
was kind of a socialist -type thing or something.

LEONHARDY: Well, that's the only time | ever heard an officer say he'd been questioned,
about that bookstore - called the Community Bookstore.
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Q: I'd like to put in here what we'll talk about next time. So we're going to be talking from
about 1955 until, how long were you in charge of Cuban Affairs?

LEONHARDY: | was there from July 1955 through '58.
Q: '58. Okay, so we'll be talking about that the next time.

LEONHARDY: You asked me about impressions of the Franco regime, of course. | never
saw anything that... We had one political officer that was thrown out for dealing with the
opposition when | was there. He lives down here in Florida now. But | wasn't in anything
that would... that | was vulnerable to anything like that.

Q: Okay, so we'll pick up in 1955 Washington and starting Cuban Affairs.

**%x

Today is the 5th of March 1996. Okay, we're in 1955. What was the situation in Cuba?
When you went there, | take it, it was sort of a quiet spot.

LEONHARDY: Well, as I think | told you before, [unintelligible] while | was down in
southern Spain ready to take off, | got a call from Dick Rubottom saying, “Well, you're
going to be on Cuban Affairs. You'll have a lot of trade problems, and sugar problems.”
No mention of any political problems, which is about ninety percent of what actually
happened. And so | went to that job - | went home on some leave, | think, and then |
started that job sometime in the middle of the summer, | think it was, | can't remember
exactly when. We had a layer of bosses, you know, | was on Cuban Affairs and then you
had an Officer-in-Charge of Cuban and Caribbean Affairs - | think he had some - and
then above him you had an Officer-in-Charge of the whole region, that is, Mexico, Central
America, and Caribbean. We had a number of changes during the time | was there in
those particular jobs.
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Our Ambassador at the time in Cuba was a fellow named Arthur Gardener who was head
of a big company called Bande Tubica and he wasn't at the post when [ first got on the
job. He'd had some kind of surgery and he was a very “poor guy.” He only had a big home
in Watch Hill, Rhode Island, and another one in Palm Beach and another one here in
Washington right up Massachusetts Avenue. He was a very pleasant guy and liked to

do practical jokes and all that stuff and he had a DCM at the time named Carlos Hall.
Gardener spoke no Spanish and Carlos Hall was fluent and a career man, of course, and
they got along like a couple of strange bulldogs.

Anyway, when | first got on this job, we had political problems in Cuba with Batista and
we were trying to push him, as we did for many years, into bringing about democracy.
The Batista regime toyed with this a lot. They said they had meetings with the opposition,
towards trying to get them... They even started their parliament again, and got that going
and then they'd dissolve it periodically, and so forth. On the political front, that wasn't the
major effort, our major effort was trying to get the Cubans to get back to democracy. You
may recall that the previous President was a guy named Carlos Prio. Batista came in, |
think it was, in 1952, in a coup; he'd been in before and then they reverted to democracy.
The democracy got pretty nasty down there as far as corruption was concerned and Prio
was not exactly, you know, renowned and esteemed, | should say, by the local populace
and it left the door open to Batista to do something which he did, always with the idea
that he was going to restore democracy. We were trying to push him that way. | think it
was in about that same year that... Anyway, during that time, Fidel Castro got a bunch of
his people and they raided the military barracks over in (that was before | got in the job)
Santiago which was the chief city in the eastern end of the island. They were pretty well
clobbered by the military and quite a few of them killed. Castro, in his usual fashion, wasn't
up on the line of fire. He was in the back somewhere and he managed, even though he
was the one that really got this thing going, to escape into the mountains where he would
later seek refuge. I think it was the Archbishop of Santiago who went to the Government
and said, “Well, I'll get him out of the mountains, if you promise to give him a fair trial.”
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And it was at that trial that Castro made his famous speech condemning the Government,
and so forth. He and his brother and some of these other guys were sentenced to prison;
Batista would have these amnesties periodically and he had an amnesty and let him out.
And Castro and his brother and some of his followers went off to Mexico where he really
started planning his big revolution.

But this was not on the front burner when | was on the job. | mean, he was over in Mexico
and he did come up to the States one time and the idea was he was not supposed to
engage in any political activities or anything else. And he no more than got up there and
he was collecting money, and so forth, for his revolution. | remember Immigration called
me and said he's violated his parole. | said, “Well, toss him out,” which they did. On the
economic side, we had a nickel plant down there. It was the only thing that, | think, the
U.S. Government has ever owned like that abroad. It was established during the War

to ensure a supply of nickel and it was on the east end of the island where they have
these rich laterite bores that they just skimmed off the top. After the war, we'd turned

that over; we leased that out to a national lead company and they made a sort of a lead
concentrate which they brought up to the States, it was about sixty percent lead, where

it was treated further. GSA (Government Services Agency) ran that thing except for the
contract and then we had a separate contract for the mining of this stuff which was about
twenty kilometers away. But it proved to be a bit of a real problem before | got off the desk,
but at that time | had nothing much to do with it. There was some effort being made to try
to sell it, you know, to get out of there but it required all kinds of Cuban legislation to give it
like a new industry, and so forth. Then we had... Ex-President Prio was allowed to go back
to the country and he and a former president named Raos San Martine were constantly
pressuring the government and sub rosa they were doing all kinds of funny things. Then
Prio claimed he was about to be arrested so he left the country and he arrived in Miami

in shirtsleeves and all that stuff. We paroled him in with the agreement that he wouldn't
engage in any activities that violated our sacred inter-American agreements which meant
you can't go to our country or any other country and plan a revolution. But the ink wasn't
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dry on that one and he was already started, you know. He was doing all kinds of hanky-
panky out of Florida.

He had gotten a lot of money out of Cuba before he ever left there so he had a lot of
people with money that were supporting him. Then the Castro invasion occurred in, as

| recall it, around December '56. At first, the Batista regime just said that they were all
captured, you know, or killed and, of course, that wasn't the case. Some of them were
killed and a few of them were captured but Castro managed to get up in the hills with some
of his followers. And then they said, “Well, we got him surrounded, he can't do anything,
and we're going to close in on him.” And that didn't happen either. And shortly after he

got there, he became a hero to the people opposing Batista, you know, here was the

guy who was going to do it. A lot of his followers were people that were sympathetic to
him, went up to the mountains and joined him and he got bigger and bigger and finally

he sent his brother, Raoul, up to the northern part of the eastern part of the country and
started a separate front. Then little by little, they were getting territory and expanding. They
expanded, amongst other places, near our Niquero nickel plant and they claimed they
were “borrowing” machinery but they were really taking it and they were putting in little
airfields over there and bringing in stuff clandestinely into Cuba. All that time, Batista and
his regime just wrote it off.

Q: Well what was the attitude of our Embassy during this time and of you and the State
Department?

LEONHARDY: Well, that's an interesting question because our Ambassador at the time,
Gardener, was very friendly disposed to the Batista regime. The only time we really got
any good political reporting out of Cuba was when he was away and Carlos Hall was in
charge. We got a pretty good feel for what was going on, but Gardener would not sign
anything going out of the Embassy that was at all adversely critical to the regime. So

it wasn't that we didn't know what was going on, but we weren't getting it through the
ordinary channels. It was almost amusing the way that Gardener and his DCM got along.
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He was always playing jokes on his DCM, making him mad. One story was (well, this is

a true story) their offices adjoined in this huge, big building we had. It was a rectangular
skyscraper on the shores of the ocean there and Gardener dressed up like a Cuban one
time and he opened up the direct door to the DCM's office and made a little noise. And
the head of administration happened to be talking to the DCM at the time and the DCM
looked around and he saw this what he thought was a Cuban, you know, and he started
shouting at him in Spanish to get the hell out of there. And Gardener pulled off his disguise
and said, “I fooled you.” That's the type of thing... Gardener by now didn't like the furniture
in the big Residence so he brought down his own furniture from Palm Beach and he'd do
crazy things like one time these roosters (there were pockets of poor people around in
this residential area and they all had chickens) these roosters were waking him up in the
morning and he sent the Marines out there one time to do these roosters in which is not
what the Marines were supposed to be doing, of course. They came back and reported
they couldn't find the roosters. But anyway, it was indicative of what was happening down
there. As far as the Embassy was concerned, we had some very bright people - good
people - in Political (well, all areas of the Embassy), but we had this...

Q: Was this just another restive Latin American country sort of, (as far as you're talking
about the '50s back in the ARA Bureau in Washington). Was this of any real concern or
was this just another one of these unstable countries, you know?

LEONHARDY: No, I think it was much more than that, because, you know, it's only ninety
miles from us here and it was our big supplier of sugar and we had a lot of American
tourists down there, a lot of investment, we had heavy investments, not only so much in
the sugar industry but in all kinds of other things, hotels, you name it.

The other problem we had was up in the Department, we had the two heads of this area, a
guy (you probably heard his name) named Bill Wheeland - a nice guy - and Alan Stewart,
his deputy, were both really fine, able guys but they both previously had been press men
and Wheeland was born in Cuba. He spoke Cuban Spanish just like a native but it was
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horrible Spanish. He was not on that job when [ first came there but about maybe within

a year he took over that job. He was very conscious of what Herbert Matthews, of the
New York Times, who was an enemy of all dictators, but Herbert Matthews really was

out to get Batista and his regime out there and he just went after him all the time in the
New York Times. Wheeland, in particular, he'd come into my office sometimes and he'd
say, “Herbert Matthews just called me. 'You can't do this, you can't do that'.” And it was
funny because another guy you probably ought to interview is a fellow named Ed Little
who lives over here, (he was my immediate boss for quite a while and were together in
Spain). But Ed Little and | were having lunch last year and both agreeing that the influence
of the press, and in particular Herbert Matthews of the New York Times, on our policy

in Cuba was just overwhelming. It's hard to believe, but it was true. Both of us felt that it
was influencing our whole policy towards Cuba way beyond what it should have and in
retrospect, it... Herbert Matthews went down there, went up in the mountains and had his
picture taken with Castro. This was after the Batista regime said he doesn't exist anymore.
And it came out front page of the New York Times. Then we had all these commitments
under our Inter-American Defense Program, in which we send arms down there and

then Herbert Matthews would get wind of it and say, “You can't do this.” And Wheeland
would come running and say, “We got to stop this,” you know, “Stop that.” Then we had
another fellow who was his superior who was Deputy Assistant Secretary, a guy named
Bill Snow, and he didn't agree with Wheeland so there was all kinds of vexing problems

in the Department itself plus what we had down in the Embassy. But anyway, Castro also
had a representative here in Washington, a guy named Betancourt who more recently
was head of the Radio Marti down in Florida. But he was all for Castro and they had a

big operation out of Venezuela and they'd get radio messages up here and everything
else and he knew everything that was going on down there. He would come into my office
every once in a while, complaining about something, you know, and sometimes I'd talk

to him and sometimes I'd say, “Get out.” Right after Castro took over, he went down and
headed up one of the banks and then he got cross-wise of Fidel, like most of Castro's top
followers and left. So he came back to the States. Another guy that was his first Minister
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of Finance, a guy named Lopez Firsquete (I used to see him down there), he'd been in
the Prio Government, really a fine guy, good technician, and he wanted to take me up
one time to see Castro in the mountains. He said, “I can get you up there if you'd like.” So
| said, “No.” Anyway Firsquete was the guy that got a big job when Castro first came in
and then he was thrown out, you know, they got cross-wise right away quick. But anyway,
you had all these skirmishes in the islands and some of them were made up, | think, and
the press was all... | was a twenty-four hour, around-the-clock deal, | was low man on the
totem pole, | got all these calls. | finally got them to give me an assistant. | remember, one
time | came out of the State Department and the sun was still up, it was summer and it
was still up. That's the working hours you had.

Anyway, some interesting little sidelights. Prio came up for an interview with Wheeland
one time. That was before we had any security of any type in the State Department. A

day before he comes up, I'm in Wheeland's office - in the entry to his office and Wheeland
Isn't in and a guy come in there and he says, “Where's Mr. Wheeland's office?” He was an
American. | said, “This is it.” And he sort of looked around, looked in the door, and then

he walked out. It wasn't until later that | found out that he was one of Prio's bodyguards.
Anyway, right sort of in the middle of my stay in Cuban Affairs, Gardener was pulled out.
He never could understand why, you know. But | guess his resignation was accepted
when the President came in - when Eisenhower repeated as President. Anyway, he came
out. | went to my boss and | said, “We've got to get the best career ambassador with Latin
America hand that we've got and get him down there because this thing is getting hot.”
Well, there was a hiatus at the time where we had no Assistant Secretary; Rubottom was
Acting and | have the utmost respect for him, a very fine fellow - but the other problem we
had was John Foster Dulles did not care about anything about Latin America. You couldn't
get anything through to him. We tried to get one of the Cuban Ministers, who was up here,
who was in charge of Security and sort of up here under CIA auspices, to an interview with
John Foster and it was turned down at first. And we had to go to Dulles' brother...
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Q: Allen, the head of the CIA...

LEONHARDY: ...to get this guy in for an interview. Anyway, we started getting rumors
about who was going to go down to succeed Gardener and then, one day, the Belgian
Desk called me up and they said, “You can't get any luckier than you getting.” He said,
“You're getting the guy who was supposed to go to Belgium, is going to be your new
Ambassador in Cuba.” That was the first | heard. His name was Earl E. T. Smith, you
probably heard of him, and his claim to fame was that he'd gotten control of the New York
Central Railway, he and Jock Whitney, and he'd help engineer this, one; and two, he'd
been heavyweight boxing champion at Yale when he was a sophomore. But anyway,
another nice guy, he had a very young wife and little child. There was at least twenty
years separation between the two. Anyway, Earl came in for his briefing and Wheeland
says, “You've got to talk to Herbert Matthews.” So he went up to New York, | guess, to
see Herbert Matthews who told him what our policy ought to be, of course, and then he
went down to Havana and Smith started turning around. He went down there with the idea
we've got to get this guy Batista out of here, you know. But then he sort of... They say that
his wife used to play bridge with some of these Cuban ladies who were pro-Batista, you
know, and she'd come home and he'd be sound asleep and she'd write him a note and
say, “You've got to get away from this liberal crowd and get over on Batista's side.” So
anyway, he tried to ride the middle-of-the-road, which was impossible, but | would say,

in retrospect, that we had two Ambassadors down there, as much as | respected both of
them as individuals, that shouldn't have been there. And that influenced our whole lack of
policy, shall we say, because there really wasn't any. We did a lot of shimmying around
on our policy down there. Nobody seemed to be getting excited about Fidel Castro until,

| think, Smith started getting worried about him. But the Batista regime said, “Nothing

to worry about.” But then he kept capturing more territory, and so forth. And then Che
Guevara got into the scene and joined up. So you had a real threat to the regime and
nobody knew this guy. When the Cubans tried to prove that he was a communist and they
said he participated in the 1949 Bogataso (which he did)...
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Q: This is in Colombia when George Marshall was in a Foreign Minister's Meeting, the
Inter-American Conference there?

LEONHARDY: And a very good friend of ours, who was in the Cuban Government, he was
in the Embassy here for a while and then he took over the whole sugar operation here and
then he left and Castro took over, he was with the Inter-American Bank. He told me one
time, he was in the Cuban Embassy in Bogota when this happened and that Castro came
in in his old smelly, leather jacket, he'd been traipsing around with a gun under his arm,
and he bragged about the fact that he'd knocked off a few people including a couple of
priests and nuns and this guy, | believed him because he was always honest with us.

But anyway, we'd prod the Cubans a little bit, saying, “You know, come up with the

proof. You know, where's the proof that he's a communist?” And, of course, he was
playing footsies with the communists at the University of Havana, which the university
was autonomous, the police couldn't go in there, and so forth. They'd come out and raid
and shoot up places - and then they'd go back in to the Recito as they'd call it and they
couldn't touch them. And Castro was pretty well documented that he knocked off quite a
few people as a student when he was there. And of course, he had been married into a
wealthy family at one time on the east side of Cuba, coffee people, and had a son by this
woman. But anyway, they never could come up with anything indicating, you know, that he
had ever been a member of the communist party, and so forth. His brother had been over
behind the Iron Curtain, we knew that. Then he would get people that were believable,
who were opposed to Batista; one was a fellow named Felipe Pasos who after he was
thrown out of Cuba by Castro, came up and worked in the Inter-American Development
Bank. Felipe Passos was a brilliant young economist who'd been in the Prio regime and
Felipe wrote, in effect authored, a declaration that Castro made from the mountains
promising democracy and promising everything that we wanted, he was promising. You
know, he got a lot of support from the Cubans you know, and a lot of support up here. We
said, “Oh, he's a democrat, he wants to restore democracy, he's saying the right things”
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which he repudiated later on, of course, after he got in. But anyway, | left before Castro
took over.

| wanted to get out of Washington and my father had been quite ill. In fact, he almost died
when | was on that job. | had to fly clear out to Montana and back to North Dakota and
they were just planning for his burial, really, and he motioned me over to the bed after I'd
been out there for about two or three hours, and he mumbled something to me and I finally
got it. He said, “Go down and get me a six-pack of beer.” And that turned things around for
him. But anyway, | wanted a post where | could take him and get decent medical service
for him so | took a post down on the border at Nogales.

Q: Well, before we leave the Cuban Desk...
LEONHARDY: | have some other things to say.

Q: Yes, go ahead. I'm trying to capture the attitude; how about with the professional
Foreign Service crew that you talked to and the officers coming out of Cuba, you know,
who'd come back through. Now what were you getting?

LEONHARDY: Well, the last year of the Batista regime, we had pushed Batista into
agreeing to elections and he put up a puppet candidate. There were several other
candidates from the opposition including ex-President Grau. The Castro regime didn't
want this election to take place even and they did everything they could to disrupt it - to
discourage it. Some of the people running against the Batista candidate were pretty fine
people and the one thing he didn't want was one of those people to win. Of course, the
election was rigged and the Batista guy won the election. He never got to be President but
he won the election. So we were trying to push this democratization program, you know,
and getting back to... And we did a lot of work on pressuring this regime to have elections
and try to make them honest and all that stuff. That was our one big hope and we figured
if we could do that that would burst Castro's bubble which it didn't do, of course. In the
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Embassy itself, | think, all the people working in the political side were pushing that aspect
and Wheeland was pushing hard but when | left...

One other aspect that | think | should bring to your attention is several things that occurred
during this period is the Castro people were making incursions further and further west

of their eastern mountains, and so forth. They were threatening, amongst other things,
our Guantanamo Naval Base water supply. The supply came from about four kilometers
outside the base from the Yantares River and the Cubans had guards there guarding the
plant - a small group of their militia, their soldiers. As the Castro people started getting
close, these guys decided to take off. You know, it had gotten too hot in the kitchen for
them, they took off. And so the GSA people who ran Niquero - who were responsible for
Niquero - they got hold of us and said, “We gotta' do something.” So we sent a telegram
down to... | met with Rubottom and | wrote up a telegram that in effect said to the Cubans,
“Go to the Cuban government telling them that we're going to put Marines in there to
guard that water station until they could get their soldiers back there.” When Dick saw

my telegram, he said, “Well, you know, this is too big for me.” So we got an immediate
audience with John Foster Dulles, which wasn't easy. We had the legal counselor of the
Department came in for that. John Foster looked at the telegram, and he was doodling

on what | call a John Foster Dulles pad, and | had to do the oral briefing. He looked at the
telegram and he said, “Well, there's only one thing to do.” And he signed it but he added
a brief sentence at the end, “Not in uniform.” Well, this was violating our sacred inter-
American agreements, sending troops into any part of Cuba. Anyway, the Castro people
got wind of it right away quick. They knew as soon as we put these people in, they knew
it. They sent a message up to this guy Betancourt who came running in and says, “We'll
guarantee the water to your base, just don't have Batista put this troops back in.” That was
one sort of shaky little incident we had. Then we had the other problem was with...

Q: By the way, to finish that off, we didn't send the troops in?
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LEONHARDY: Yes, we did. We sent Marines in to guard the plant and then the rebels
got wind of that, of course, right away and they got word down to Venezuela to get the
message up here that they weren't going to touch it, you know. And we said, “Well, that's
fine but we're going to insist on Batista putting people in there.” And they said, “We won't
bother them.” So Batista put some people back in there.

Then we had a similar case over in Niquero. They were getting closer and closer, the
mines were about twenty kilometers away and they freighted stuff - the mineral - into

this plant and they had a lot of Americans housed. We had over a hundred Americans
housed there with their families and schools and the whole business. The GSA guy, who
happened to come from Nebraska, we hit it off pretty well because I'm from North Dakota
and he's from Nebraska. But anyway, we had to have the usual evacuation plans for the
Embassy for any American establishment and we had one for Niquero. The idea was the
first escape route was to get them in boats, get them across the bay and over to an airfield
in a sugar place called Preston and then we'd fly them out of there. The other was to have
a ship come into the harbor and take them out - an American ship from Guantanamo
wherever we could get it. The third alternative was to do an overland escape. Well, neither
the first nor the third alternative were available because the airport had been taken over

- it was threatened, and the roads were threatened so we had to get them out by sea. So
we got hold of the Pentagon and they got hold of a ship - it happened to be a freighter and
they had their radar out and they started coming in to this little harbor and they detected
something in the radar and it turned out the rebels had put a chain across the entrance to
the harbor with dynamite on it. They could set it off from the shore. So we had all these
people down on the dock ready to be evacuated. So then we had to dicker with Betancourt
up here and say, “Get the rebels to get their mines out of there; we've got get our people
out.” So we agreed and they were in there - armed - in the whole complex. We then took
our people off the dock and put them in a concrete building and they were housed there
until we could get them out. But anyway, they said, “Go to Batista and tell him not to send
his people in here,” because they had guards around there and they left. They were Cuban
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Marines. “Tell him not to send his people back here.” So we did that until we could get our
people out anyway. And they no more got the mines out of there and in come the Cuban
Marines and they had a real shooting match. Our people were in this concrete building, of
course. They were not subject to the line of fire but anyway, the Marines chased the rebels
out and we got our people down to the dock and got them evacuated but it was a kind of a
forty-eight hours of hairy moments, you know. Those were the two principal problems we
had with incursions from the rebels. But anyway, before | left...

The other thing | wanted to mention was we were getting a lot of pressure from Congress.
We had one Congressman from Oregon that was making a one-man effort to try to get us
to change our policy - to get Batista out of there, and so forth, and to side, in effect, with
the rebels and he just constantly wrote letters and got on, it wasn't TV in those days, but
he was really public with it all the time. And then, of course, you had Herbert Matthews
leaning on us very heavily and then there were others - those were just the two principal
ones.

But anyway, | could see at least and | think most of our people could that this thing was
getting to the point where Castro presented a real possibility of getting in and taking over,
despite what the Cuban Government was telling us. But anyway, after | got out, | got
down to my new post in Mexico and Bob Stevenson who you should interview, he's in
Florida now but he'll be back in Virginia, | think, in another month or so. Herter took over
the Department of State and one of the first things he was interested in was what in the
hell is going on in Cuba. He asked that he get a written report on the history, really, of our
relations with the Batista regime. And | no more got down to my post than | had to come
back here. Before | left, | went in to see Dick Rubottom and he says, “What do you think
Is going to happen down here?” | said, “Well, if | were to pick up the paper tomorrow and
see that Batista had fled the country, | wouldn't be surprised.” Well, | was down on the
border | couldn't get back, it was during tourist season. | had an awful time, there were
only two airlines going into Tucson but | finally got back, but by the time | got back, Batista
had fled the country and Castro had taken over. So everybody, all of his followers, real
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nice people, were helping him out. They were all “Oh, we're going to have a wonderful
democratic regime, this is going to be great.” Anyway, Bob Stevenson and | started writing
this thing and we reviewed all the traffic. We had to have it done, they wanted it in two
weeks, | think, which was a monumental job, you know. We worked on it, we got a rough
draft, Bill Snow, who was the Deputy Assistant Secretary, was the one we had to report to
on this; but Bill Wheeland used to come in once or twice a day saying, “How you coming?
Slant it this way, slant it that way.” He was going on the basis of who Castro was picking
for his cabinet and, of course, he picked for his first President a guy who'd been his judge,
had tried his case years ago in Santiago de Cuba. And, if we had to pick his cabinet, we
couldn't have done much better, except for two or three people. The Minister of Education
was a communist and two or three other pretty bad people in there but most of them were
technicians, commerce and their Foreign Minister, etc., were all pretty attractive. Then
we'd wait and see what Castro was saying, you know. We were working on this paper
and we got the draft completed to the last chapter. | didn't write that because Bob was in
charge, | wasn't here, I'd gone home on some leave and then gone down my posting on
the border. Wheeland was running in and out, you know, but then finally, Earl E. T. Smith
had gotten canned and he came up and he was going through his de-briefing. He came

in and he read what Bob had written which Bob had developed because there was a lot of
stuff going down through Roger channel that Bob wasn't aware of.

Q: Roger channel?

LEONHARDY: That is a CIA channel. And there was a lot of stuff that he wasn't aware
of and Bob just had to write it from what the telegraphic traffic we had, you know, and so
he said, “Well, | just have to write it the way | see it from here.” Anyway, Earl E. T. Smith
came over and looked at the last chapter and he says, “That isn't the way it happened
at all,” he says, “I knew Batista was leaving three days before he left.” So we said,

“Well, Mr. Ambassador, it wasn't in the telegraphic traffic.” He says, “Well, | didn't think
it was important at the time.” Can you imagine? Anyway, | said, “How did you know, Mr.
Ambassador?” Well, he'd brought his business secretary down from New York to be his
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secretary and she'd only been there about a month or two and she was trying to find a
place to live - an apartment, you know - and the Foreign Minister called the Ambassador (a
guy named Guell who had a party for me one time); he was looking for somebody to rent
his apartment. And the Ambassador says, “Well, what do you want to rent your apartment
for, are you leaving?” He says, “Well, I'm going over to the Dominican Republic for a little
while. | thought it'd be nice to have somebody in there while we're gone.” And he says, “I
didn't think anything about it at the time.” So he says, “Send your secretary over here and
have her look things over.” So she went over there and here was the Foreign Minister and
his wife, furiously packing, foot lockers and anything they could throw stuff in. They were in
the group that left with Batista, of course. And so she looked at it and he said, “How do you
like it?” “Oh, it's nice, very nice.” It was a big apartment. Anyway, she got back to the office
and reported what she saw, which the Ambassador did not report to us, of course.

She thinks that the apartment is just a little too big for her, and so forth, and decided she
didn't want it or something. So he said, “Well, you know, rent is no problem, you know...”
Then the Ambassador described several other events where the top military people had
come in to him and wanted to get...

Q: He didn't share this with his staff?
LEONHARDY: No.

Q: It reminds me of the story about the Chief of Protocol, a lady, who was saying, “Oh,
yes, the Queen of England told me this a long time ago.” Well, why didn't you say
anything?” “Well, | wouldn't tell anybody else that.” In other words, this was a confidence
between two people. | mean just no conception of their role.

LEONHARDY: Well, it was pretty pathetic. Anyway, we finished this thing; we did a first
draft in three weeks. We brought it in to Bill Snow and then we said we were going to
need more time, you know, to... and smooth it out a bit. And that report that we worked
on went up to Herter and then eventually went to the White House and Schlesinger -
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Arthur Schlesinger - we found out that he had it. He went back to teaching, you know,

and Bob Stevenson wrote him about a year ago and said he'd like to get it and we each
have a copy of it - that tremendous job we had to work on. But anyway, the Castro regime,
of course, began turning around and going left - far left - after he sort of had his power
consolidated and had his people in place and, of course, there were all kinds of books
written about what went on after that. | can say, that the people in the Department and, |
think, in the Embassy - political affairs - never really had any confidence in this guy. He
was a megalomaniac; he was completely unpredictable. He now says - | just read a recent
article last year in Time Magazine - he says, “Well, if the U.S. had treated me right, we'd
still be friends.” Anyway, it was a pretty difficult job.

Q: Did you get any repercussions from this? Because in a way, our policy with Cuba was
a little bit reminiscent of our policy with China. You know, after it was all over, “Who lost
China ?” was a big thing with McCarthy and there was a sort of minor replay of this of
who lost Cuba. And | think Earl Smith was one of the principal people later on saying, “If it
wasn't for those pinkos, | don't know whether the State Department...” | mean, did you get
any of this?

LEONHARDY: | wrote a book called The Fourth Floor and when | got down in Mexico we
had - Bob Hill was our Ambassador, Republican appointee, nice guy - but he told the guy,
Supervising Consul General in Mexico City who came up to visit, he says, “You know, |
don't think it's a good idea to have Terry Leonhardy on any job in Mexico because of his
connection with this Cuban thing.” So before | went down to Mexico, | got a letter from Earl
Smith to Bob Hill giving me a good plug, and so forth, so | presented that letter, not directly
to Hill, I sent it down to the Supervising Consul General. He gave it to Hill and Hill got the
word back, “Tell Terry to forget all about it.” | don't think anybody really had much faith

in Castro but we've had faith in many of the people he appointed at first, so we thought
this was going to be all right but then they gradually kept leaving or he was knocking them
off and they were coming back to the States and then the regime just totally changed, of
course. Che Guevara had a big influence, no question about it, on Castro's thinking, as
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did his brother Raoul. But anyway, | used to talk to Cubans afterwards - a lot of them |
respected, you know, and they say, “It was our fault, not your fault. We were asleep.”

Q: You're talking about the Cubans. They, themselves, were at fault, yes.

LEONHARDY: Yes. This guy hoodwinked us and we thought that he was going to be
all right. A lot of people thought, we didn't think we was going to be all right, but a lot of
people did and then look what happened.

Q: You were in Nogales from when to when?

LEONHARDY: | arrived there at the very end of, | think it was, December '58 and then |
had to come back here for that stint and then | went back. | was there, all of '59, all of '60,
'61, and then in '62, | was transferred down to Mexico City as Consul General. At that time
we had twelve consulates in Mexico.

Q: In this basically '59 to '62, can you describe a bit about Nogales. What were the
dynamics of the city, and what the consulate was doing, and sort of what you were doing?

LEONHARDY: Well, it was an interesting... It was mostly consular work, of course. We had
some political things happening up there - elections and all that stuff you reported on. And
| had two States in my consular district, Sonora and Sinaloa, and | made a real effort to
become friendly with the governors and the top officials. | also worked with the Governor
of Arizona. We got a thing going called the Arizona-Sonora Commission which would meet
- because they had a lot of mutual problems - and they'd meet every year. Now it's called
the Arizona-Mexico Commission but it's still operating. | got a nice, big plaque - one side in
Spanish, one in English - from the respective governors. But anyway, a lot of the problems
were purely citizen's protection problems, some of them were pretty difficult. | didn't get
involved in issuing visas, but we had a pretty big visa operation there because we had no
consulate anywhere west of Tijuana and east of El Paso or... | even had a CIA guy in my
office who was there maybe just half of my tour of duty.
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Q: What would he be interested in there?

LEONHARDY: Well, he used to cover that whole northwest territory and he had a plane
and he... | still see the guy, he's retired in Tucson - nice guy. Anyway, we did the usual
political reporting but, as | say, there wasn't... You had the, what they call the, “politics of
the finger.” The President would say, “You're the next governor” and that's the way it went;
the governor would say, “You're the next mayor.” But anyway, the main problem we had
was protection and having good relations with the governors and the police, and so forth.

Another aspect, we had teenagers coming down there and getting married and lying about
their age and all that stuff. | got - the governor at the time was Obregon, who was the son
of the former president - and Obregon was very helpful to us in these things. | told him
about this and right away he gets the local judge or whoever's doing these things and
throws him out and we had very good cooperation. Then we started getting Americans

in jail on drugs and in Mexico it's a nhon-bailable offense, just the use or possession. You
could have three marijuana cigarettes and if they catch you with them, and you stay in jail.
Once accused the consulate got seventy-two hours to keep them from throwing American
lads in jail and you're not there most of the time. After they get in jail, they're in there for

a long time. And they're probably a little ex-Boy Scout from Keokuk, lowa, but, you know,
he'd never done anything wrong in his life, and you ask him why he came down there and
get marijuana, and he says, “Well, the quality is better.” But we had a lot of incidents like
that. And we had a big fort on the border - two of them - we had Davis Mountain Air Force
Base in Tucson and then we had Fort Wachuca...

Q: Which is a communication training place.

LEONHARDY: Exactly. You know, the Mexicans had no idea what those people did so |
started arranging for the commanders to invite top Mexican officials up - the Governor and
all of his mayors in the area, and so forth. | think it helped.
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Q: I'm sure it did because otherwise they'd see those as sort of a menacing fort when
actually, like Wachuca was certainly just a place we trained people in the signal corps.

LEONHARDY: Well, | got the Governor up there one time. He was a real womanizer

and he flew up, | remember, and after we got there, we had this demonstration of these
electronic gadgets and all this stuff and then the Commanding Officer had a dinner party
and there was a bottle of whiskey or two in every room and all this stuff. After the dinner,
which was early, the Governor said to me, he says, “Let's go down to Naco which is the
nearest place on the border where they had all these houses of prostitution. I'd been down
there, in fact, | went in to the police office one time and the guy showed me pictures of

all the registered prostitutes; there were a hundred and sixty-two, | think, and where they
were born and all the particulars. Anyway, he said, “Let's go down to Naco,” and | said,
“Well, if you want to go to Naco, let's go.” Then he said, “Well, | guess | can hold out until
tomorrow.” He says, “When | leave here, I'm not going back to the capital, Hermosillo, I'm
going up to Tucson; I've got a date with a blonde.”

Another area that we had commercial things with was all this winter vegetable area down
in Sinaloa which was a big supplier of winter vegetables to the U.S. and it got bigger and
bigger and bigger. | got to know most of those people down there and | made an effort, as
| say, to get to know the local officials, and so forth, and any Americans that were old-time
residents, | tried to curry up to them too. So when we got somebody in jail down there, lots
of time you'd starve to death in these regional Mexican jails in these small towns, and so
forth. They'd pick up Americans sometimes on the road that didn't have any visas or any
documents at all, that were hitch-hiking, you know, and they'd sock them into jail. I'd had
two guys at the place called Los Mochis down in Sinaloa one time and | heard they were
in jail and | had a Mexican friend down there and he says, “I have an arrangement with the
police here. Anytime they get an American in jail, | go over and feed them because they're
going to starve to death or they'll die because the local people they get in jail, they've got
family.” Anyway, | remember, | went in to talk to these two guys who were in jail and | said,
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“Either one of you guys have a prison record?” And they started confessing right away -
armed robbery or this or that - and they'd gotten out on parole out of the State of Michigan
prison and had gotten down that far. So then you have to call the FBI (Federal Bureau of
Investigation) and they have to arrange for...

| think the worst incident we had when we were down there that could have caused a real
problem was: we had these soldiers from Fort Wachuca that used to come down and go to
what they called Canal Street which is where all the houses of prostitution and bars were.
The city was broke and they used to almost live off of fines they imposed on Americans
that would come out of that place. They wait for them down at the bottom of this canyon
and then they'd grab them for drunken driving. If they couldn't come up with fifty dollar fine,
they'd throw them in the tank and then they'd give them the wherewithal to get somebody
to come down and give them the money and get them out. One night we had two black
WACs and three white sergeants came down there for a night on the town and it was cold,
it was in January or February, and they were up there and they got royally drunk and they
came down to this little river and they grabbed them and they threw the guys in jail but
they didn't throw the girls in. Well, the girls started getting cold, they were out in the car,
and they kept rapping on the jail door and making a nuisance out of themselves so finally
they put them in jail too. They put them up in a women's quarters which was not very well
heated and they complained - the liquor started wearing off and they started complaining
about the cold. So they have long-term federal prisoners in some of these jails that are

in for a long time and they have all kinds of cooking facilities and heaters and the whole
business, you know. So they introduced them into a cell with some of these prisoners and
the inevitable happened, of course.

We'd make daily jail calls over there and the vice consul called over and they said, “Well,
we got two women in here.” So we said, “Put them on the phone.” So they put them on
the phone and this one girl said, “I've been raped.” This could have caused the Pentagon
to shake and everything else. Now the newspaper guy on the other side - the American
side - Nogales Herald, was a good friend